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ACUS Transitional Arrangements

The Department of Health’s guidance on transitional
arrangements for patients on after-care under supervision
(ACUS) - also known as supervised discharge - will be made
available at the same time as the new Code of Practice is
published, around the end of this month.

The guidance and Code of Practice will appear on the DH
website and a link will be added from the front page of the
CSIP/NIMHE microsite.

ISAT Round Il Extended

The Implementation Self Assessment Tool (ISAT) is a unique
tool for service providers and commissioners to check their
progress in implementing the Act.

The deadline for the second round of ISAT submissions has
been moved to 30th May. This is to reflect that we expect the

Code of Practice and secondary legislation to be published
around the end of April.

The extended deadline will give organisations the opportunity
to progress action in respect of those compliance standards
which are dependent on this information and guidance being
available. For further information, please contact your
Regional Lead.

Places of Safety

Welcome to Update 7!

We aim to keep you
updated on the steps
you need to take to
implement the changes
to the Mental Health Act
and inform you of
sources of help and
advice available.

In this issue:
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supervision
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¢ Field testing new
roles

e Between the Lines

e Children and young
people

e Changes to our
team

Commencement Order No.5 was laid before Parliament on 1 April 2008. It brings Section 44 of
the 2007 Act into force on 30 April 2008. This amends sections 135 and 136 of the 1983 Act,
[which empower a police officer to remove a person to a place of safety for up to 72 hours if they
appear or are believed to be suffering from a mental disorder], so that in future the person may be
moved from one place of safety to one or more others within the overall 72-hour period.
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Field Testing the W orkforce Flexibilities

CSIP/NIMHE is engaging with mental health service
providers across England to assist and support the
development of non-traditional professionals into the
‘new roles’ at an early stage.

The project will offer to support and advise
organisations in identifying opportunities for the use
of these flexibilities, and then work with them in
ensuring the infrastructure is in place at the time of
implementation, or just after the amendments go live
in October 2008.

This work will reflect the wider context of the ‘New
Ways of Working’ agenda.

Objectives:

1. Establish early implementation of preparatory
development and training to assist transition for
existing MHA practitioners

2. Work towards enabling the development of non
social work AMHP’s and non-medical Approved /
Responsible Clinicians at the point of introduction
of the legislation

3. Carry out an analysis of service user needs with
specific attention on urban, rural and high density
BME populations across each early
implementation site, to examine what skill mix and
role development would be appropriate and how
the MHA flexibilities can be implemented

4. Create an opportunity to “field test” the challenges
that these role developments present in the work
place. Utilise this key intelligence to support the
wider introduction of new roles across the country.

The project plan can be downloaded here.

If your organisation is interested in joining the field
testing programme, please contact Chris Merchant.

Between The Lines

Kay Steven is producing a new learning bulletin to
help advocacy practitioners, managers and
commissioners think through the challenges of mental
health advocacy and prepare for the development of
the IMHA service.

The first edition can be downloaded here.

Forthcoming Events

New Professional Roles b
series of conferences

As part of the implementation
programme for the new Mental
Health Act, CSIP/NIMHE is running a
series of conferences focusing on
the challenges and opportunities of
the new professional roles.

The remaining dates are: 24 April -
Newmarket, 29 April - Newcastle, 8
May - Birmingham, 21 May - London
and 4 June - Liverpool.

Click here to download the flyer and
booking form.

ITrain the T rainer" workshops

During the summer, the Programme
will be running a series of two day
events for those who will be
delivering training on the amended
Act within their own organisations.

Dates are 6/7 May - London, 12/13
May - Derby, 15/16 May -
Manchester, 19/20 May - Exeter,
22/23 May - Bristol, 2/3 June -
Preston, 5/6 June - Birmingham,
9/10 June - Newcastle, 12/13 June -
Cambridge, 16/17 June - York,
19/20, 23/24, and 26/27 June -
London.

Further information is available from
your Regional Lead.

ASW to AMHP events

Two Train the Trainer events are
being held to introduce people to the
ASW to AMHP training materials.
Events are taking place in Newcastle
(28 May) and London (12 May). For
details, please contact Denise Ward.

All events can be found on the
CSIP/NIMHE micr osite calendar .
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Spotlight on Children and Young People

Almost all of the 2007 amendments to the 1983 Act will apply to under 18 year olds who are
detained under the Act, but there are also some amendments which relate purely to under 18 year
olds.

The programme has been developed in consultation with a wide range of stakeholders including
young people, parents and carers, professionals, commissioners and the voluntary sector.

The work of the programme will be supported by an Expert Working Group drawn from
stakeholders and from the Department of Health and the Department of Children, Schools and
Families as well as the Ministry of Justice.

Support for the programme to local areas will be through the CSIP/NIMHE Regional Leads, the
CSIP Children and Families National CAMHS Support Service (NCSS) and the CAMHS Regional
Development Workers . For further information regarding the work already underway in NCSS to
develop Tier 4 Inpatient and Tier 3 community services please see here.

In particular, CAMHS and AMHS commissioners and providers need to begin planning for the
implementation of the amendment relating to Age Appropriate Environments, to ensure that they
are ready for commencement in 2010. Although there are parts of the country which have already
eliminated the inappropriate use of adult beds for under 18 year olds, this remains a problem for
other areas of the country and the programme will develop products to support local teams.

The workstream is developing products of practical use to service users, carers, professionals and
commissioners - to inform them about the changes to the Act and to support local implementation.

In brief the products are:

¥ Information for children and young people who require inpatient treatment for mental health
problems

Information for parents and carers

An OAge\ppropriate Environment Tool@or wards to use to assess how suitable their
environment is for an under 18 year old, and what might need to be changed

Guidance for CAMHS and AMHS commissioners

Guidance for professionals regarding the use of the Mental Capacity Act, the Children® Acts
and the Mental Health Act with regard to under 18 year olds with mental health problems

¥ A section on the CSIP/NIMHE Mental Health Act website to share information and practice

The programme is also looking at current information for professionals on consent, and the
possibility of developing a tool to help commissioners estimate the number of inpatient beds
required and the impact of community based outreach teams on inpatient lengths of stay and bed
numbers.

The workstream is also helping ensure that the needs of service users who are under 18 are taken
into account when preparing other products or materials, such as training, workforce development,
advocacy and Supervised Community Treatment.

For further information, please go to the Children and Young People® Workstream section on the
website. Commissioners, Practitioners or other stakeholders who have information they feel
others would wish to share on the site should contact Mark Drury or Kathryn Pugh.
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Changes to our team

Jim Symington has taken over as Supervised Community Treatment Lead from Sarah Haspel,
Sarah remains London Regional Lead. Kay Steven takes over as National Advocacy
Development Manager from Di Barnes and an East Midlands Regional Lead is currently being
recruited to replace Sylvia Manson.

Your r egional CSIP/NIMHE contact

North East, Yorkshire and Humber London

Bruce Bradshaw - 07940 361335 Sarah Haspel - 07890 191361
North West South West

Paul Greenwood - 07795 963509 David Pennington - 07799 627244

East Midlands
Office - 01623 812930

South East
Keith Nieland - 07711 980057

Eastern CSIP/NIMHE’s Executive Lead for the

LOU BreWSter - 0771 7 576822 programme is Dean Repper

West Midlands The Programme Leads are Jim Symington
Colin Vines - 07748 703687 and Bernie O’Hare

Key Resour ces
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Implementing the Amended Mental Health Act The CSIP/NIMHE Implementation Programme®
own website with a range of useful information and resources including:
Powerpoint presentation explaining the changes
- Implementation Self Assessment Tool
« Supervised Community Treatment (SCT) Maodel
« Audio-visual presentation on Values-Based Practice
- Abriefing on the responsibilities and duties of LSSAs
- A briefing on transitional training for Responsible Medical Officers and Section 12
doctors

Reforming the Mental Health Act DH
Mental Health Act 2007 Commencement Plan DH
Commencement Orders, Requlations, and Other Secondary Legislation DH

Briefing sheets on key policy areas DH
International Experiences of Using Community Treatment Orders DH

Draft Reference Guide to the Mental Health Act 1983 as amended by the MHA 2007 DH
Unofficial Keeling Schedule showing the 1983 Act with 2007 amendments DH

Mental Health Act 2007 in full from the Office of Public Sector Information
Delivering Race Equality in Mental Health Care

Making A Real Difference

Virtual Ward

Previous issues of Update

WeOd like to know what you would like to see inPdate, please email your thoughts and ideas to
Mark Drury.
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