
update: on CSIP/NIMHE’s implementation 
programme for changes to the 
Mental Health Act 1983

Code of Practice and Secondary Legislation 
The revised Code of Practice and the secondary legislation 
has now been laid in Parliament.  

The Code and some of the secondary legislation are subject 
to the negative resolution procedure which means they go 
through unless someone objects and either House of 
Parliament votes them down.  This is in contrast to the 
affirmative resolution procedure which requires both Houses 
to approve the legislation in question.  

There is now a 40-day period during which the Code and 
secondary legislation can be “prayed against”.   The “prayer” 
is a motion to annul; that is ask for them to be withdrawn.  
And that motion - if accepted - triggers a debate, but rarely a 
vote.  This all means that, subject to the outcome of the 
Parliamentary process, the bulk of the changes made to the 
Mental Health Act 1983 by the Mental Health Act 2007 will 
come into effect on Monday 3rd November 2008.  

Parliament cannot amend either the Code or the secondary 
legislation so unless they are voted down completely, the 
versions already published will be the final versions.  Until the 40-day period has passed only an 
electronic version of the Code will be available.  After that, The Stationery Office (TSO) will also 
publish a hard copy for people to buy. 
The guidance and Code of Practice can be found on the DH website A link has also been added 
from the front page of the CSIP/NIMHE microsite. The updated Commencement Plan can be 
found here.

The Code of Practice and secondary legislation will feed into the New Ways of Working Guide to 
the Mental Health Act.  It is expected this will be ready for July.

ISAT Round II Reminder

The deadline for the second round of ISAT submissions is 30th May. For further information, 
please contact your Regional Lead.
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Conversion to Responsible Medical Officer by 
Community-Based Medics 
We have recently discussed concerns regarding potential 
difficulties arising from draft secondary legislation. We are 
aware that there are significant numbers of Section 12 
Approved medics who, due to the community settings of 
their role, may not meet the criteria for conversion as having 
acted as RMO in the previous 12 months prior to 
implementation. 

The AC Advisory Group have discussed this matter with DH 
colleagues and have recommended that this group of 
doctors should be Approved for a period of 12 months within 
which they would have to attend the AC training.

We have also considered the position of those Registrars 
who are about to take up position as RMOs. We have 
further recommended that the above criteria apply to this 
group also. We will issue an announcement as soon as we 
are notified. For further details, please contact Chris 
Merchant.
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Forthcoming Events

New Professional Roles –
series of conferences

As part of the implementation 
programme for the new Mental 
Health Act, CSIP/NIMHE is 
running a series of 
conferences focusing on the 
challenges and opportunities 
of the new professional roles.

The remaining dates are 21 
May - London and 4 June - 
Liverpool.

Click here to download the 
flyer and booking form.

‘Train the Trainer’ 
workshops

During the summer, the 
Programme will be running a 
series of two day events for 
those who will be delivering 
training on the amended Act 
within their own organisations.  

Dates are 12/13 May - Derby, 
15/16 May - Manchester, 
19/20 May - Exeter, 22/23 May 
- Bristol, 2/3 June - Pr eston, 
5/6 June - Birmingham, 9/10 
June - Newcastle, 12/13 June 
- Cambridge, 16/17 June - 
York, 19/20, 23/24, and 26/27 
June  - London.

Further information is available 
from your Regional Lead (see 
left).

All events can be found on 
the CSIP/NIMHE microsite 
calendar.
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Key Resources  

¥ Implementing the Amended Mental Health Act The CSIP/NIMHE Implementation ProgrammeÕs 
own website with a range of useful information and resources including:

• Powerpoint presentation explaining the changes
• Implementation Self Assessment Tool
• Supervised Community Treatment (SCT) Model
• Audio-visual presentation on Values-Based Practice
• A briefing on the responsibilities and duties of LSSAs
• A briefing on transitional training for Responsible Medical Officers  and Section 12 

doctors

¥ Reforming the Mental Health Act DH
¥ Revised Code of Practice DH NEW
¥ Commencement Orders, Regulations, and Other Secondary Legislation DH
¥ Briefing sheets on key policy areas DH
¥ Draft Reference Guide to the Mental Health Act 1983 as amended by the MHA 2007 DH
¥ Unofficial Keeling Schedule showing the 1983 Act with 2007 amendments DH
¥ Hospital, Guardianship and Treatment Regulations DH NEW
¥ Approved Mental Health Professionals Regulations DH NEW
¥ Conflicts of Interest Regulations DH NEW
¥ Mutual Recognition Regulations DH NEW
¥ The Mental Health (Nurses) Order DH NEW
¥ Mental Health Act 1983 Approved Clinician Directions DH NEW

¥ Mental Health Act 2007 in full from the Office of Public Sector Information
¥ Delivering Race Equality in Mental Health Care
¥ Making A Real Difference
¥ Virtual Ward
¥ Previous issues of Update

WeÕd like to know what you would like to see in update, please email your thoughts and ideas to 
Mark Drury.
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